Right heart failure due to a fistula between a giant aortic pseudoaneurysm and the left atrium: a late complication after cardiovascular surgery.
: A 69-year-old woman, treated 5 years before with mechanical aortic valve and vascular prosthesis of ascending aorta implantation for severe aortic regurgitation and dilation of ascending aorta, was referred to our center for dyspnea and peripheral edema. The transthoracic echocardiography showed a giant pseudoaneurysm incorporating the vascular prosthesis and a fistula of it with the left atrium. These findings were confirmed using the transesophageal echocardiogram, cardiac computed tomography, and during cardiac surgery, which was performed 5 days later. The reparative intervention consisted of suturing of both the connections; the patient survived the surgery, but she died 6 weeks later due to infectious complications.